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neW!!  2006 Wall 
calendar 
Twelve stunning scenes, 
photographed by BCA 
personnel, plenty of room to 
write your appointments, 
includes Bible verse for 
each month. Lists all 
major Public Holidays 
and events. An ideal 
Christmas gift! Spiral 
bound this calendar 
comes with separate envelope ready for you to 
post to family or friends. bca 020  $15.00

christmas cards – pack of 10 cards
5 designs, some featuring BCA Australian scenes
(order at least 3 packs at $6.50 each pack)

bca 015 Pack of 10 cards  $7.00 

“king of christmas” 
by colin buchanan     
Colin follows up his best-
selling “Jesus Rocks The 
World” with this great 
collection of new songs 

celebrating the joy and wonder of the 
birth of Jesus. This 2 CD enhanced edition includes 
instrumental backing tracks, & full sheet music.  
It will become a year-round family favourite.

bca 225   King of Christmas – 2CD set   $24.95

b
ca
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from the editor

i heard a whisper that stan hummerston, 

the great supporter and worker for bca, 

passed into glory with the words of ‘Jesus 

loves me this i know’ on his lips. What a 

testimony to the power of the lord! 

It reminds me (as does this picture) 

that Jesus does love each and every 

one of us ‘Black and yellow, red and 

white, all are precious in his sight”. Great 

theologians of the past, like Karl Barth, 

have been known to sum up the theology 

of the Bible with the very same words. 

We mustn’t despise good theology, but 

by the same token we must continually be 

called back to the love of God displayed 

in His Son, for Jesus does love even me! 

Don’t s’pose you can recall the last 

time you played Chinese whispers? 

Ponder the wonderful grace of God 

that He entrusts this message of His 

love to each of us! Think how we could 

muck it up! No doubt sometimes we 

do, just as Peter did, and Paul had to 

pull him up and get him back to the 

message that God had delivered.

We need to thank God for those 

faithful servants who pull us back 

continually to the true message 

entrusted to all God’s children.

Be encouraged when you find 

opposition to the message for it is not 

your message but God’s  

(1 Thessalonians 2:4). So direct people 

to take up their complaint with the 

person responsible – God Himself!

We are called to be fruitful stewards 

of this gospel that has been entrusted to 

us. Silent believers never see others come 

to faith in Jesus! Thank the generosity 

of the Lord for keeping BCA’s vision as 

“Australia for Christ”. Thank Him also for 

godly Field Staff passing on the message 

that they have been entrusted with. Don’t 

tamper with the message, no Chinese 

whispers now with God’s message!

paul
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i struggled to find a way of getting 

alongside the farming men. then an idea 

happened! i used to go bush walking in 

my youth – and still enjoy a tame walk 

with the family. 

Richard and I had talked about his 

walks – the Overland Track, the Western 

Arthurs, Lee’s Paddocks – wilderness walks. 

Of course I was interested, but I hadn’t 

worked out how I could get away from 

work for that long. Oh, and I had to lose 

some weight and improve my fitness! He 

put the hard word on me “How about 

doing the Overland Track with me?” 

“I’d love to” I replied (still guarded).

– “We could invite some of the 

parallel universe along” (people with 

historical links who don’t attend church) 

– “You don’t think having the “priest” 

along for 5 days will put them off?”

And so the “pilot” of our new men’s 

ministry activity happened in July. 

Richard, Robbo and Chris set out from 

Narcissus Hut heading north into freshly 

fallen snow towards Cradle Mountain. 

It was hard going, but the company 

was good. After 4½ days of snow, rain, 

cloud and lazy winds (they go straight 

through you and not around) the sky 

cleared and we rounded the shoulder of 

Cradle Mountain in brilliant sunshine 

with snow still on the ground and views 

that stretched forever under a blue sky.

The walk has been quite a talking 

point with men around the district. The 

next one is planned for July 11 next year, 

and the starters are already lining up! 

chris stafferton 

latrobe style men’s ministry
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“fair dinkum” food!

Why would a “rural parson” stand outside 

parliament house shoulder to shoulder 

with farmers from tasmania and the 

mainland?

Our farmers face a dilemma. A walk 

through your local supermarket shows 

the harsh truth – increasing amounts 

of cheaper imports replacing Australian 

grown products.  The lower prices 

paid to farmers make off-farm work 

necessary and in effect they subsidise 

the processors & supermarkets.

What action have our farmers taken? 

They ran a very effective “Fair Dinkum 

Food” campaign to raise awareness of 

the problems and to search for effective, 

long term solutions. For a month they 

drove tractors and trucks in convoy 

around Victoria and New South Wales, 

explaining the symptoms, trying to grasp 

the cause of the problems and drawing 

support from town and country as they 

went. They formed a well disciplined, 

serious body of men and women, 

crossing political divides, knowing that 

their future and the future of their 

communities depends on sorting this out. 

What do they want? Firstly, they 

want clear, unambiguous country of 

origin labelling of all food. This will 

allow people to make informed decisions 

about buying the food that they eat. 

Secondly, they need Australians to think 

carefully about their food buying habits. 

If we lose farms we lose the ability 

to feed ourselves and our children.  

That would be tragic for the farmers 

and for Australia. But, there is the greater 

tragedy of men, women and children 

living without knowing the love of God. I 

support our farmers because they have an 

important task and I want to understand 

their issues so that I may be able to bring 

the gospel to bear upon them. What do I 

desire? To see these same men and women 

embrace the love of God in Christ Jesus.

chris stafferton
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in the remote north of Western australia 

ministry can be very different. Just this 

morning, i was in the laundry and i looked 

down and saw all the different shoes that 

i wear here in Wyndham and oombulgurri. 

up here, you take your shoes off at the 

door – not for religious reasons, but to 

make sure you don’t track bindii or burrs 

into someone’s house.

Elastic sided work boots: I use 

these boots to clean around the yard 

of the Rectory and the church, to 

do maintenance on or around the 

parish property. I also mow lawns for 

some of the disadvantaged people 

around town and when I go out to 

help others in the community, these 

boots save me from physical injury. 

Steel capped work boots: These are 

for when I work as a prison officer at 

the Work Camp for 8 days and nights 

straight. This is how we fund our ministry, 

as I am non-stipendiary. The boots are 

standard issue, as I work alongside the 

prisoners and answer their questions 

about God and other personal issues, as 

they raise them. These 

boots also save me from losing toes, 

while using dangerous equipment. 

Thongs: I use these when I go to the 

shops or to get the mail. On these trips, 

it can take me up to 3 hours to walk 500 

metres, as many people will stop me in the 

street to talk. It gives me a chance to give 

little bits of information about Jesus in a 

non-confronting way. These thongs save 

me from the broken glass in the street 

and they also give me the opportunity 

to share the good news about Jesus.

ministry in Wyndham/oombulgurri
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Runners: I use these 

when I go out to visit people in their 

homes or at the hospital. They are a lot 

dressier than thongs, but not 

enough to intimidate those 

whom I am visiting. They used 

to look a lot better than they do 

now. But like the Bible, the more 

you use it, the tattier it gets.

Good shoes: I wear these 

ones to church on Sunday to 

deliver sermons or to baptise 

people. I also wear them to 

marry people or 

to bury them. These shoes have heard 

some great, and not so great, sermons. 

They have seen people repent of their 

sins and have seen people run away 

from Jesus. These shoes have helped 

me save others from eternal death.

Fire and emergency services boots: 
These boots are designed to help people 

in their moment of need. These are the 

boots I use to attend 

fires, to help at road 

accidents, to walk on 

land searches – as 

both a member of the 

unit and also as 

the chaplain to all 

concerned. They are 

designed to support 

me in times of great 

stress. Like Jesus 

supporting me in times of ministry stress.

Each pair of shoes comes with its own 

unique set of pressures. Trying to use each 

pair of shoes wisely and for the Lord is 

a pressure in itself. Trying to physically 

maintain church buildings along with 

maintaining people’s souls is very difficult. 

Thank God for the sandals that walked the 

earth so many years ago. Those sandals 

show us just how important it is to have 

well shod feet ready for battle. Supporters 

shod with the shoes of prayer help to keep 

me on an even keel engaging our loving 

God who equips us all for His work.

peter palmer
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green frog in the toilet bowl?

tarangau caravan park in broome, as 

almost everyone should be aware, is an 

icon in the tourism industry. 

There are no paved roadways, kerbing 

or guttering and the generally accepted 

luxury such as a sullage connection. 

If and when it rains, the whole terrain 

can be transformed into an instant 

‘Red Sea’. It is far removed from the 

starched routine of many other parks 

and thus retains the flavour of the 

Outback. In spite of all this, the park is 

promoted as “The Quiet Alternative”, sits 

on 2.43 ha of land and sports a “near 

new ablution block” divided into two 

sections: “Mangoes” and “No Mangoes”.

While all this is comforting to the 

weary traveller, the park still retains one of 

its original “heritage” male/female shower/

toilet mobile units. The fascinating aspect 

of this unique construction is that in the 

bowl of the male toilet a green frog had 

taken up residence. Every time the bowl is 

flushed, the frog frantically battles against 

the torrent of water with its legs and body 

flaying in every direction as it maintains 

a hold on its living style, not wanting to 

let go and be exposed in the open bowl.

I looked with interest at this strange 

spectacle and reflected on just why this 

Christ for Campers team, of which my 

wife and I were part of, were in Broome. 

This BCA Mission was endeavouring to 

flush people out of their hidey-holes, 

expose them to the claims of the gospel 

and try to loosen their hold on pre-

conceived ideas and prejudices and 

introduce them to Jesus. Twelve of us 

(Victorians, Queenslanders and New 

South Welshpeople) were on the team 

under the encouraging leadership of Mike 

and Joan Maude . . . planning, praying, 

preparing, purchasing, presenting and, yes, 

passionate. We were passionate about 

presenting Jesus as Lord to the myriad of 

people in Broome for the month of July.

Concentrating on four caravan 

parks, the team put on hot breakfasts 

(bacon, sausages, eggs, toast, coffee 

and tea) topped off with a message 

presenting clearly the claims of Jesus. 

If that was not enough, the team also 

put on three-course dinners (soup, main 

course, sweets) and managed to cater 

for up to 120 “customers” in one sitting, 

finishing off with the sweet liqueur of 

the gospel message. Still, there was room 

for more and a series of concerts were 

held (with the help of Rev Greg Jones’ 

golden tonsils and his guitar). This gave 
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us further opportunity to sow the seeds 

of the gospel in the Outback with BCA.

A first for this Mission were the Craft 

mornings held at the Hammersley Street 

Education Centre of the Broome Anglican 

Church. This morning activity proved to 

be a strategic contact with the “fishing 

widows” and other women around 

Broome. The women of the Christ for 

Campers team were dedicated in making 

women feel welcome and relaxed over a 

cuppa and a lot of friendly chat followed 

by a short devotion. Craft, it seems, is a 

very important aspect of this programme 

and gives a perfect opportunity for 

sharing Jesus’ love. As a woman said 

one morning: “I wasn’t going to come 

today . . . but then I couldn’t resist it!”

But . . . is this just an activity 

confined solely to Broome? The team 

certainly hopes it isn’t and wants to see 

it expanded with the help of BCA and 

a commitment to sharing Jesus’ Love. 

We have come to see that Australians 

are hungry for the gospel message and 

would welcome the help of other BCA 

Nomads to go out and feed them!

bob lindsay 

I am relocating from Broome to Carnarvon. 
In 2006 we aim to hold Christ for Campers 
programs in Broome, Carnarvon, and 
Kalbarri (maybe even 80 mile beach). 
We will need more helpers, so why not 
consider a great holiday and give your 
talents back to God. - Michael Maude
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30 years of outback touringbca nomads @ nungalinya

Just prior to leaving home for 6 months on 

the road, we learned about ‘bca nomads’ 

through a local presbyterian church. We 

were inspired by what we heard and 

began the process of application.

Being linked to Nungalinya 

College, we headed towards 

Darwin with some trepidation. 

On arrival we were warmly welcomed 

and given a tour of the college campus. 

Over banana cake and coffee with Dr 

Joy Sandefur and Dr Murray & Mrs 

Marjorie Sieffert we discussed what our 

“mission” would be. Taking part in a “Cross 

Cultural Awareness” seminar prepared 

us for living and working in the college 

grounds with the indigenous people.

The college staff were so very 

appreciative of the difference we were 

able to make in two weeks. We cleaned 

and painted and helped in the garden, 

and Angela helped with office reception 

for a couple of hours each day.

We were joined by 

more Nomads, Alan & Liz 

Rogers and Peter & Tracey 

Heslop and family. We 

enjoyed sharing friendship 

and fellowship with them 

and passed on the baton 

as we left to drive south.

We consider it a 

privilege to have been 

able to be part of the 

work at Nungalinya 

College for a short time and would 

like to return again in the future.

bill & angela taylor

From the ‘other side of the fence’. Our 

three Nomad families have been fantastic, 

almost outdoing one another in good 

works, as Paul wrote. They set an amazing 

standard for painting and decorating, and 

they insisted on staying until the jobs 

were done. I was a little embarrassed 

by this, but they couldn’t be stopped!!

Their contribution has been humbly 

accepted and we are most grateful to 

Almighty God, and His servants through 

BCA for this wonderful work. It touches 

all of our hearts to know that we share in 

this mission with so many other people.

murray sieffert

Contact the BCA Nomads on 02 9262 5017 
or email nomads@bushchurchaid.com.au 
Information and application forms for the 
BCA Nomads are also available on the BCA 
web site at www.bushchurchaid.com.au .
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connection from afar

my connection with kangaroo island is my 

mother, dorothy cooper, one of the elderly 

congregation members of kingscote. (she 

turned 89 last week and is currently in 

rehab after a hip replacement operation.)

A few months ago Mum told me that 

their rector was leaving. She thought 

there was no way the church could remain 

open. Mum was rather despondent but 

determined that she would continue to 

meet with God’s children and thus go to 

the Uniting Church. 

A few weeks 

later when I spoke 

to her she was very 

excited because a 

representative of 

The Bush Church 

Aid Society had 

visited the church 

to outline what 

they could do 

for the Island 

and how much 

effort and money 

they planned to put into it. 

Dorothy has always had a heart 

for mission, having once served as a 

missionary in Tanzania (Tanganyika then) 

during the Second World War. She served 

with CMS as a secretary in Dodoma to 

Bishop Alf Stanway. While she was there 

she met my father, Christopher Cooper. 

Christopher had been a chaplain to the 

forces in France with Col & Con (from 

the UK) and then went out to Tanganyika 

and looked after a school in Arusha.

After speaking to Mum on the phone 

I had a look at the BCA website and 

imagine my surprise to find that BCA and 

Col & Con have the same roots. Next time 

I spoke to Mum I told her. She had been 

unaware of that and said my father would 

have been thrilled. (He died in 1997.)

A few days later I was at a committee 

meeting that had to decide where 

this year’s two coffee morning takings 

would be sent. One usually went to 

a local charity and the other always 

went abroad. I told them about BCA 

coming to the rescue of my mother’s 

church and they immediately agreed 

you should be one of the recipients.

helen fearnley (uk)
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sowing seeds for Jesus

as residents of newman for 2½ months 

we wanted to get more involved in the 

wider community, so we joined the ‘iron 

lions’ of newman. We hoped this wider 

community would get to know by our lives 

and conversation the Jesus in whom we 

place our trust. 

When asked if we could help plant 

seed at the local Lions property (5 

acres) how could we refuse? It may 

become an opportunity to spread God’s 

message. We arrived at the arranged 

time and were offered a coffee. Well 

this will be easy we thought! Was 

this the calm before the storm? 

There was no storm, just a time of 

fellowship with 2 other Lions. Ian set 

off to plough the field and it proved 

interesting as the soil was wet in spots 

and the plough bogged and had to be 

physically lifted into a better position. Judy 

wandered around taking photos of the 

animals 

to send 

back 

to our grandson in Sydney, adding 

to his real life picture book. 

Judy was then instructed to mix the 

seed and distribute it into 4 buckets ready 

for sowing. It was then time for another 

drink. You can’t rush things in the bush! 

As the 4 of us lined up to start sowing 

the seed by hand Mathew 13:3 came to 

mind - “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 
4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell 
along the path, ……. Still other seed fell 
on good soil, where it produced a crop “

In life we do not know whether 

that seed we sow will grow, but what 

we can be sure of is that we need to 

live lives worthy of our Father so that 

the seeds we sow are good seeds.

Judy neal

Celebrating 30 Years of Touring
Visiting all bca centres
Choose from many Tours ranging from Youth Safari to Five Star

contact bca for a brochure
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“robbery under arms”?

is it a robber? is he going to a fancy dress 

party? no it is a bca nomad, greg Wyld, 

hard at work at st. paul’s Winton. greg 

and his wife Joy from hornsby nsW 

arrived in the parish two weeks ago 

to help out. after tackling a few minor 

repairs to the church and front gate, greg 

decided to see what he could do to the 80 

years of accumulated bird nest material 

under the eaves. 

The eaves are constructed of slats to 

allow the breeze to flow through and are 

an ideal location for sparrows to nest. 

This has become a fire hazard and was 

in need of attention. The only way to 

undertake the job was from below the 

eaves and consequently the nest material 

falls down over the worker. Greg tried 

several methods to accomplish the task 

and finally resorted to an old pillowcase 

with appropriate eye holes to stop the 

irritating material from working its way 

inside his clothes. The final part of the 

overall task was to place bird wire over 

the slats thus preventing access by the 

sparrows to the gap in the slats.

Greg has been assisted in this work 

by John Geoghegan, who with his wife 

Marion have travelled from Port Hedland, 

another BCA Nomad couple using their 

skills to help out in parishes across 

Australia. Marion and Joy have also 

been working in and around the church 

property while Greg and John have 

concentrated on the bird problem.

The Nomads are a real blessing to the 

Field Staff not only for the work they do, 

but also, for the fellowship they provide.

dennis quin
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Wallbank’s Wanderings

in Western australia at a mining town, 

paraburdoo, just north of the tropic of 

capricorn, about 500km in from the indian 

ocean coast. 

We committed the month of August to 

helping the local church here as Nomads 

with the Bush church Aid Society. The 

church here and at Tom Price about 

80km away is currently served by a 

retired minister - Gordon Cooper. The 

towns were established some 30 years 

ago by one of the big mining companies 

(currently Pilbara Iron) as bases for the 

vast iron ore deposits at both sites. The 

towns population (about 1500 here - 

maybe 5000 at Tom Price) only exists for 

the mining enterprise, hence there can 

be large fluctuations depending on the 

success or otherwise of the ventures. At 

present things are in a booooom phase. 

We are helping the minister with 

whatever needs doing, including 

maintenance of property. There are only 

6-10 people at each site excluding us, and 

most are on shift work. We help out with 

the music and preparing news sheets for 2 

morning services on Sunday, one at each 

site, so it is a busy travel time on Sunday 

mornings. We join in two home groups, in 

Para on Tuesday evenings and in Tom Price 

on Thursday evenings. To be safe in travel, 

avoiding errant emus, confused kangaroos, 

wayward wallabies, straying stock and 

roaring road trains we often stay over in 

Tom Price at the mine accommodation 

rather than travel at night. 

Jeanette met the Catholic sister 

who does the Scripture here (Para) on 

Mondays and was delighted to find she 

uses Anglican material and wants the 

children to know about Jesus rather than 

dogma. Jeanette also has made contact 

independently with other ladies and will 

follow them up. Next weekend is the 

Nameless Festival at Tom Price when 

the churches combine on the Devonshire 

Tea stall, so we are rostered on for that. 

Mt Nameless is the 1200m mountain 

overlooking Tom Price – no one seems 

to know why it is named “nameless”.

barry & Jeannette Wallbank
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anglican indigenous conference

both lala and i were blessed to be 

delegates at a conference at pala 

casino two hours south of la on an 

indian reservation. 

The Anglican Indigenous Network 

has members from countries 

where indigenous peoples are a 

minority in their country, such as 

the Canadian Indian, Hawaiians, 

NZ Maoris, American Indian, 

and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people of Australia. As the 

delegates told their stories on the first 

day it was apparent that all had similar 

stories of dispossession, oppression, 

degradation, and prejudice that indigenous 

people face in our own country.

In a group of elders meeting we invited 

the youth to join us to hear their issues. 

They had big issues about liturgy and how 

it is done. I shared what I had learned 

from my experience. Aboriginal people 

from Yarrabah (lead by Wayne Connolly) 

had a vision of incorporating Aboriginal 

culture into worship. They wanted to 

express the gospel in cultural ways - to 

do the Corroboree to gospel songs - to 

act out the gospel stories. The result 

of doing liturgy and dance, Aboriginal 

style, had a profound effect upon the 

young people in the communities. 

The youth at this conference were 

interested in the possibility of doing 

something like that in their own 

communities, to make their liturgies 

reflect their culture. Bishop Brown, a 

Maori, spoke of his experience of this 

cultural aspect of their worship in New 

Zealand and the response by young people. 

It is hoped that by incorporating culture 

into worship here in Australia it will help 

to do away with that old expression of a 

lot of Aboriginal people - that Jesus is a 

‘White Man God’. This came about in the 

way Christianity was brought to Aboriginal 

people by white missionaries. Pastor 

Rose Rosendale, a tutor at Wontulp-Bi-

Buya and Nungalinya Colleges, says “the 

gospel didn’t come as good news for 

Aboriginal people but rather bad news 

due to the notion that all Aboriginal 

culture was demonic”. Thus there was a 

ministry of oppression and degradation 

in trying to turn Aboriginal people into 

white folk. So today the Aboriginal 

people are trying to Aboriginalise 

the gospel and Christian teaching.

bishop James leftWich
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post & rails

 Welcome 

graeme & 
rachael 
middlewick  

(and their son 

Joshua) move to 

Bluff Point near 

Geraldton. They enter into a Ministry 

Training Arrangement with Neil Walthew 

for two years in preparation for remote 

ministry. The Lord laid remote ministry 

upon their hearts and in response to that 

call, after three years of SMBC training, 

offered to become BCA Field Staff.

matthew & 
naomi 
Johnson  
(and their two 

young children 

Ethan & 

Sienna) from 

Kincumber on 

the central coast to take on the challenge 

of Newman. They have had a fruitful 

ministry period serving as an assistant to 

Arthur Copeman for three years after 

training in Moore College. This is a big 

cultural move for the family in every way 

from the growing suburbia of the Coastal 

way of life of Kincumber to the Iron Ore 

BHP town of Newman where the 

temperatures sometimes soar.

ron & crystal 
spindler are excited 

to have been 

accepted to fill the 

position as BCA Field Staff of the West 

Darling Parish. Being Church Army trained, 

they come to the Society with a heart for 

evangelism. They will move from the 

Brisbane suburbs to take on the challenge 

of the western regions of NSW.

peter & rose linn. 
Peter comes to BCA 

with a wealth of 

experience to take on 

the position of 

Regional Officer of 

South Australia. Peter will overlap with 

David Hand being on long service leave so 

that he can benefit from the Regional 

Officer gathering.
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neWs

Jim & natalie 
Watson are the 

proud parents of a 

brother for Jesse 

whom they have named Matthew James. 

Congratulations all round and great 

thanksgiving to the Lord that all are  

doing well.

broome school
Prayer supporters will be pleased to know 

that in the Lord’s timing and due to the 

many years of effort by Michael Maude, 

on Thursday 6th October an agreement 

option was granted with the Anglican 

School Commission on a block of land 

for a senior school in Broome. They still 

need to get ministry approval before 

anything is certain so please continue to 

pray that this may occur early in 2006 

so there will be time to get buildings 

up for a school to begin in 2007.

fareWell

brian & annie fyffe 

came to ministry in 

the West, from the 

West. Their four year 

commitment to 

mission service concludes at the end of 

the year. Brian has a great love of the Lord 

and His Word, delighting to expound that 

Word to others. They move to join the 

staff at the Anglican Church in 

Maddington (Perth) to learn from Ray 

Arthur.

ian & Judy neal 
completed in November 

the 6 month stint that 

they committed to at 

Newman. They proved once again to be a 

great assistance to the ministry and 

continued to exercise that gift of 

evangelism. They have been such a 

wonderful support to the church that 

Brian Fyffe said “I wish we had have had 

some one like you (Co-Workers Ian & Judy 

Neal) here when we had started ministry 

in Newman”

Vacancies

Leigh Creek, King Island, Furneaux 

Islands, and Croajingolong.
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new ministry ideas from auckland

bca’s national director (brian roberts) 

recently took part in a local supported 

ministry (lsm) training conference for 

enablers in auckland new zealand.

LSM style ministry is gaining 

acceptance across Australia. In LSM a 

local parish restructures (ministry, worship, 

pastoral care and outreach) so that a local 

ministry team takes responsibility rather 

than having a stipendiary clergyman. 

The local team is supported by a trained 

Enabler who gives them advice, support, 

in service training and encouragement.

The National Director said “whilst 

the model would be difficult to use in 

remote ministry settings, it does have 

component parts that would enhance 

ministry in some BCA supported places”.

Brian was excited about its value and 

usefulness in the outer regional areas of 

Australia , those experiencing considerable 

growth in recent years and now part of 

the Society’s ‘new BUSH’. He said “the 

Society would consider ways to assist 

Dioceses in rural areas think more about 

the model and how it could be of value”. 

The Diocese of Tasmania has embraced 

the LSM model enthusiastically, ‘re-

badging’ it as ‘Enabler Ministry’. The 

Society and Diocese is hopeful that 

the Anglican Rural Community project 

in the Midlands involving the Revd 

Bob Witten will in due course be in a 

position to consider Enabler Ministry.

Brian also indicated that some of the 

LSM ideas and workshop information 

would be shared and worked on at the 

Field Staff conference in February 2006.

nWa thanks bca 
supporters
three parishes in the diocese of north 

West australia have said thank you for 

the extra assistance the society has been 

able to give this year.

The Parishes of Newman, Karratha 

and Kununurra have over the recent 

years run up considerable debts to 

the Diocese. The Society realised how 

debilitating debt can be on the drive to 

reach out with the gospel and so decided 

to try and do something to help.

BCA’s assistance to the Parishes 

to meet their ministry, outreach and 

operational costs, means that local 

monies can be freed up to reduce 

their debts.In a bold plan the Society 

encouraged the Diocese to consider 

Colin Pearce - Bristol, UK & Brian Roberts - 
BCA National Director at LSM Conference
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matching the parishes’ effort to pay the 

debt off on a dollar for dollar basis.

This has meant that the $30,000 

paid by the Society to the 3 parishes 

to help with local costs has been 

transformed into a $60,000 reduction 

in their debt to the Diocese.

A great effort on the part of each 

of the parishes! They have a firm 

control on the management of their 

finances, and the Diocese and Society 

continue to forge a deeper and effective 

working partnership in seeking to win 

Australians for Christ in the North West.

brian roberts

National Director

p.s. don’t confuse 
me and the emu!
yesterday was the first anniversary of our 

being here - a year gone. 

Quite a day too - we had put the 

Meekatharra SDA Pastor up Sunday 

night as his car had broken down (I 

towed it in from 15ks out on Sunday 

afternoon) and we then had to get it to 

the mechanic who couldn’t fix it - ended 

up putting it on a truck at 5.00pm to be 

taken away. In the meantime had visits 

from Danny, our ex-crim with whom we 

are enjoying a developing relationship 

- later bumped into Richard, a travelling 

merchandiser, with whom we are also 

building a relationship - then had a 

couple of indigenous folk around seeking 

help which we were able to provide them 

after some investigations - then the 

Salvos, David and Joan Buckle called in 

for afternoon tea - then the Girls’ Club 

girls turned up at 3.30-5.00. Jackie had 

taught at the school during the day too.

On Sunday we had ‘churched’ at 

Wogarno - it was the morning after the 

big fundraising RFDS concert at which 

we had had opera stars and “Abbasalutely 

Fabulous” – The State Governor was 

there! Anyhow we had about 150 

people at our service! And you’d never 

guess - Aldo Di Toro (the opera tenor) 

appeared at my side after the sermon 

and we sang Amazing Grace together 

(well almost). He then sang Ave Maria 

(not planned either) at the conclusion.

Well back to normality today!

God’s grace be with you

bill france
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april bottom scholarship

mitchell foord of White cliffs has been 

awarded the april bottom scholarship for 

2006. the scholarship is a legacy from the 

late april bottom, awarded annually, to 

one student from the anglican parish of 

the West darling to assist with secondary 

or tertiary education outside the parish. 

this is the second year the scholarship 

has been awarded.

April was a regular member of Holy 

Trinity Anglican Church, Menindee 

– now part of the Anglican Parish of 

West Darling. Before she lost her long 

and courageous battle with cancer in 

2003, April and her husband, David, ran 

Wirryilka Station for many years and 

experienced first hand the difficulties 

of having their children educated. 

April had a deep respect for the work of 

the BCA and particularly its commitment 

to provide ministry to people in remote 

parts of Australia. At her request, BCA will 

continue to administer the Scholarship.

As the 2006 recipient of the 

Scholarship, Mitchell’s award will assist 

with boarding and education fees as he 

enters Year 9 at St. Stanislaus College, 

Bathurst. Mitchell entered St. Stanislaus 

College in Year 7 having completed 

his primary education at White Cliffs 

Public School. He has demonstrated 

a strong commitment to his school, 

achieving excellent academic results 

and contributing to the many aspects 

of boarding school life. Mitchell is 

well aware of the remoteness of his 

family and is a young man who has 

seized the opportunities that have 

been afforded him at St. Stanislaus’.

His family live in White Cliffs, a 

remote country town in New South Wales 

with a population of about 200. Broken 

Hill, some 300 kms away, is the nearest 

shopping town. Rising fuel costs have 

greatly impacted the tourism industry 

in White Cliffs and the circumstances 

of many who live in these remote 

areas. Mitchell hopes to consistently 

improve on his achievements and to 

continue his studies to tertiary level.

congratulations mitchell!



the real australian �1

during bca’s 86 years of ministry in 

outback australia, there have been times 

of struggle and times of encouragement.

A report of a Rally of BCA supporters 

noted in the Real Australian of 

September 1930, tells of an occasion 

of much encouragement at that time 

of the great financial depression.

It notes “The Organising Missioner 

provided a survey of the widespread work 

of the Society………. He closed with a 

challenge to the audience to share in the 

work by providing immediately for another 

Nurse, Deaconess and for a second plane 

for the Mission in remote South Australia.

Now what about the Rally thank-

offering? 150 pounds had been asked for 

and prayed for…………To ask for such an 

amount in these dark days of depression 

was unthinkable. Yet the notice had been 

sent out, ‘150 pounds thank-offering will 

be taken up’. And was there any failure 

or disappointment? BCA friends at the 

Rally thundered out, as it were, a big NO 

by giving 183 pounds instead. To God the 

giver of all good gifts, be the praise….

For the Rally of 1930 we thank God and 
take courage”. Today let us thank God 
for new ministry opportunities being 

taken up and take courage that all 

opportunities will soon be filled and the 

necessary financial support provided.

clem kirkby

from the archives

support bca in your Will

Make your money work for the Gospel when you have entered the Kingdom.  

Many lives continue to grow towards Jesus through the faithful departed friends of BCA

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MAKING A BCA BEQUEST CONTACT YOUR REGIONAL 

OFFICE OR COMPLETE THE FORM INSIDE THE BACK COVER.
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singing in the rain

in June i drove to horsham 300kms 

west of melbourne. horsham is a large 

country town and service centre for the 

surrounding wheat and grazing farms. the 

district was in severe drought with no 

decent rains for five years.

Horsham is in the Anglican Diocese of 

Ballarat and it was good to be welcomed 

into the Parish by the Rector Andrew Lang 

and his family. I was visiting Horsham 

to do a Friday night BCA deputation 

and concert, a workshop on Personal 

Evangelism and three deputations 

at the Sunday morning services.

Andrew Lang and the local churches 

had also organised a special mid-day 

service on Friday to pray for rain. Very 

early Friday morning saw heavy winds 

and rain that continued all day. So there 

we were, praying for rain as it fell and 

seeking shelter in front of the shops. I 

sang four songs, one an improvised blues 

of thanksgiving for the rain. People warmly 

prayed prayers of thanksgiving and asked 

for back up rains to add to the 30mls that 

had already fallen. Together we sang a 

heartfelt rendition of Amazing Grace. 

One farmer talked about the perfect 

timing of the rain as he had just dry 

sown a crop. But another shared that 

it may be too late for him to sow as it 

was now too wet to use machinery.

It was a privilege to be there as 

a small group of believers humbled 

themselves before our mighty God 

and re-affirmed their dependence 

on, and trust in their Maker.

greg Jones

bible Week at bribie island 
a total of 54 people, the largest number 

ever, attended part or full time at bca’s 

bible Week held on bribie island from  

5th–11th august. 

They came from as far north as 

Yeppoon (and Bishop James Leftwich came 

down from Cairns), Toukley near Wyong 

in the south, Armidale in the west and NZ 
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singing in the rain

in the east! The weather was perfect.

It came to be nicknamed “the 

Bishops’ bash” as we had five current 

and retired Bishops participating in one 

way or another! Christine Brain, Betty 

Clark, and Bishop James treated us to 

a session on “This is my life”, each so 

different, but each equally of interest.

Bishop Peter Brain’s studies in God’s 

Grace were a humbling reminder of 

the basics of our faith and a challenge 

to see that grace in action in our 

corporate living throughout the week.

A cruise, craft, trivia quiz, and 

discussions on diverse topics such as 

humanism, travel, coping with death, 

return to singleness, robots, DNA, and 

stem cell research made for a varied, 

educational, but fun filled week.

Mark the dates in your diary now 

for next year at Bribie from Friday 

25th to Thursday 31st August 2006.

as a new response to the need in drought 

affected areas bca desires to appoint 

youth workers to help the youth in regions 

where the flow on effect of the drought 

has been felt. 

I am calling on individuals to consider 

giving $500 a year for three years so 

that BCA can appoint youth workers to 

Lightning Ridge and Gilgandra. If you 

prefer it can be a tax deductible gift made 

payable to the Kirkby Trust.  You may be 

in the position to get your employer to 

match it. I am told that this is becoming 

common practice. If you are a high income 

earner consider giving $1000. If your 

corporation matches it, then BCA gets 

$2000! At tax time you get a deduction 

so it actually costs you $500 for a $2000 

donation to BCA. Pray about advancing 

the gospel across Australia by helping 

to reduce the droughts flow-on effect 

to youth. 100 people @ $500 will put a 

youth worker in the Ridge! I only need 

25 if they can get corporation support!

editor
some other Ways to raise funds 
for mission

Thank you to all those people who continue 
to supply stamps. Trimmed stamps are even 
better!  
Oooops! One 
person forgot to 
take their bifocal 
spectacles out of a shipment of stamps.  
I have them on my desk. Are they yours?. 

youthworker 
support challenge
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grey hairs

at what age do we 

start to walk down 

memory lane? have 

you noticed that little 

ones like to be told 

stories of when they 

were a baby, of the 

day they were born 

and your memories of 

that wonderful day, or 

of their first steps or of 

funny little incidents 

that have happened to 

them in their short life?

As we grow older we look back through 

family photographs, school photos or 

tour brochures and remind ourselves of 

the past joys or sadnesses these images 

hold. If, in our early Christian experience 

we held to heart or appropriated a 

promise from God’s Word, we treasure 

this memory, or draw upon the same 

promise in a similar situation later in life.

The Psalmist captured this idea in 

Psalm 71:17 “Since my youth, O God, 
you have taught me, and to this day I 
declare your marvellous deeds.” Is this 

your experience? Then be encouraged 

as you read on to the next verse, as 

we focus in Buspa’s Corner particularly 

on the younger ones in our lives.

“Even when I am old and grey, do 

not forsake me, O God …” Why not?

“… till I declare your power to 

the next generation, your might 

to all who are to come.”

As seniors, with many memories ‘since 

our youth’, we should declare God’s 

marvellous deeds to the next generation 

and to those who are still to come. Do you 

teach your young ones to say a special 

grace, or a goodnight prayer, or teach 

them the Lord’s Prayer when they are 

on holidays with you? Do you explain to 

them why you go to church, or why you 

give money or how you serve the Lord?

This side of heaven we will probably 

never know the full extent of our 

influence on the lives of the next 

generation, whether it is in declaring 

God’s marvellous deeds, or in standing in 

the gap on behalf of those younger ones 

whose lives intersect with our own.

Perhaps this is the real strength 

of the term grey power!

John cronshaW

Buspa
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BCA 009

mother meg’s christmas cakes 

bca 305 450gm (silver box)  $18.00

bca 307 1kg (silver box)  $29.00
 

mother meg’s christmas puddings

bca 306 500gm (calico wrapped)  $18.00

bca 310 500gm (silver box)  $18.00

bca 308 1kg (calico wrapped)  $29.00

christmas pack
Mother Meg’s 450gm Christmas Cake, 500gm 
Christmas Pudding (silver box) & 2006 Calendar;  
plus 3 packs assorted Christmas Cards. (save $5.50)

bca 230    $65.00  

birthday-anniVersary calendar
For those dates you just don’t want to forget!.  
With bible verses and BCA scenes

bca 003   $7.50

“real australia”  
greeting cards
Blank inside for your own greeting or personal note. 
Post Office preferred size. Single pack of 6 different 
cards with envelopes featuring Australian scenes. 

bca 009  $7.70

“bygone days” greeting cards
Post Office preferred size. Single pack of 6 different 
cards with envelopes (includes 3 sepia)

bca 011 Pack of 6 cards with envelopes   $7.70

BCA 011

BCA 003

��

BCA 310`



“a Very Very Very big god” enhanced cd
This CD from Emu Music is particularly aimed at pre-
schoolers, to encourage them in their singing of scriptural 
songs at church and at home. This Enhanced CD comes with 
sheet music and overhead masters. 

bca 223  $19.95

“meet the king”
Following in the footsteps of “The King, the Snake & the 
Promise. This CD is all about Jesus as portrayed in Mark’s 
gospel – just for kids. The songs are fun and fast.

bca 219 CD $19.95

What Was impossible –
cd by the scooter two
Australian children’s CD deliberately written to fill a gap in the 
present Christian Children’s music range–targeting all children 
(and their families) but especially those with little idea of the 
message of the gospel. In Kid’s terms…. “It really rocks!”
bca 217 “What was Impossible” CD only $19.95 

the king, the snake and the promise
Genesis to Jesus... for kids! From Plainsong 
Lively praise for kids complete with words

bca 208 The King, The Snake...CD $19.95

outrageous praise 
2 set cd by John & eleanor macpherson 
Comprising:
• 19 original songs for praise and worship
• designed for all age worship
• includes vocal and backing versions

outrageous praise – songbook
Separate book has music, lyrics and movements

bca 205 “Outrageous Praise” 2 CD set $33.00

 ($10.00 to BCA)  

bca 206 “Outrageous Praise” Songbook $16.50 

 ($5.00 to BCA)

all prices are gst inclusiVe
Product only available while stocks last

BCA 205

BCA 206

BCA 217

BCA 219

BCA 208

real australian gift catalogue
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We are his people  
from emu music
Enhanced CD including sheet music, overhead masters, mp3 backing tracks 
– a complete church resource as well as devotional album. Produced by 
Nathan Tasker, and using vocalists such as himself, Colin Buchanan & 
the familiar team of Nicky Chiswell, Philip Percival,Bryson Smith, Mark 
Peterson & Rob Smith. 

bca 222  We are His People CD   $29.95

you alone–emu liVe
features a collection of some of the most popular songs. 
From Plainsong, Bethlehem and Nicky Chiswell, as well as some original 
songs written especially for this album. Recorded with a live congregation, 
each song is presented in a fresh energetic style, Songs include: Behold 
the Lamb of God, Consider Christ, Psalm 96, May the Mind of Christ, My 
Hope is Built on Nothing Less. 
Sheet Music and overhead masters are included on this Enhanced CD.
bca 207 You Alone–Emu Live CD   $29.95

10, 9, 8... god is great 
from colin buchanan.
This album is a follow-up to his much loved “AUSSIE PRAISE for Kids” 
series. An album full of fun and energy which is sure to teach and 
encourage kids and adults alike. Songs include God is Everywhere, Jesus 
is no fairytale, Who’s the King of the Jungle and The Lord Is King, written 
by Colin in response to the September 11 attacks.

BCA 210 “10, 9, 8…GOD is GREAT” (CD only)  $24.95

liVe in the big tent 
Includes “Follow the Saviour”, “Practise Being Godly”, “Jesus is the 
Mighty, Mighty King” and memory verse medley.

bca 211 Live in the Big Tent CD   $19.95

Jesus rocks the World  
by colin buchanan This 2 CD set includes bonus instrumental tracks, full 
musical scores and Colin’s hand-drawn Colouring-in Book. A new collection 
of songs and memory verses to challenge, teach and encourage young and 
old alike with truths from God’s Word.

bca 221 Jesus Rocks the World CD   $24.95

sing 2 Jesus by sandra marscham 
Suitable for children this recording is dedicated to Sandra’s son, Matthew 
who suffered from schizophrenia and died aged 25 years. Three days 
before his death Matthew had heard his mother sing in church, went home 
and putting his arms around her said “Sing to Jesus Mumsey, always 
sing to Him, lift up your voice to Jesus”. Recorded at the Joan Sutherland 
Performing Arts Centre, 15 tracks and a CD-Rom.

bca 224   $20.00

BCA 211

BCA 210

BCA 207

BCA 222

BCA 221

BCA 224
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bush preacher bites the dust
An old BCA favourite by author Kerry Medway, who served 
with BCA at Coober Pedy

bca 108 Bush Preacher Bites the Dust   $14.95

bush parson – by Leon Morris
Former Principal of Ridley College, Melbourne and BCA 
Missioner during the years of World War II. Leon Morris’ 
story is a “tribute to the big-hearted people I met in the 
outback”. 

bca 103 Bush Parson   $10.00
 

audrey aspeling books 

the last lessons
The final book of a four part collection entitled “Life’s About 
Learning”. It covers an area of life that some fear, but most 
will have to face, that of old age. In this Audrey uses the 
thoughts and feelings of a cross-section of older people 
who she has met and supported her previous books.

bca 112 The Last Lessons   $15.00 *

bca 106 There are Flowers in the Desert   $20.00

bca 107 After the Desert   $15.00

bca 104 Unequally Yoked   $15.00

bca 114 Life’s About Learning”–collection of  

Audrey Aspeling’s 4 books in an attractive binder $49.95

the meaning of life – by Jeanette Fogarty
The story of Jeanette’s spiritual journey which started at 15 
when she went on a camping trip with BCA to Coober Pedy. 

bca 101 The Meaning of Life  $12.00

“faith & neW frontiers”  
by brian underwood
Records the fascinating story of the planting and nurturing 
of English-speaking churches worldwide, beginning with the 
Western Australian Missionary Society (WAMS) in 1835; 
and traces the origins of the Intercontinental Church Society 
in Australia up to the mid 1960’s, including the founding of 
BCA and beyond. 

bca 116  $22.00

foX tales from far flung places  
by barbara fox
Letters that Barbara had written to a friend during her 
5 years as a nurse with BCA in the outback of South 
Australia, sparked memories and inspired this book.

bca 111 Fox tales from far flung places  $16.50

BCA 108 BCA 103

* Please request 
your free binder if 

you have purchased 
Audrey’s previous 

three books

BCA 114

BCA 101

BCA 111

BCA 116

�� summer 2005
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BCA 119

Jungle doctor comic books by paul White
The ever popular fables–set of 12

bca 102 Jungle Doctor Books Set $15.00

“monkey crosses the equator”
A Jungle Doctor Picture Fable (Hard cover) 

bca 118   $3.50

“Jungle doctor’s enemies”
Another thrilling adventure from Paul White, the 
Jungle Doctor - Ages 10+

bca 119  $3.50 

peWter key ring 
Handcrafted Australian pewter. We regret the lost key 
ring identification system is not available.

bca 012 Pewter Key Ring $5.00 

“Whitefella culture”  
Culture is the way we think, act and feel about 
things. This book contains stories about an Aboriginal 
community and the aboriginal family and white 
pepole who live in that community.  A “must” for BCA 
Nomads!   
bca 121   $7.00 

desperate by kerry medway
Kerry Medway’s new book challenges us to 
develop a lifestyle of being desperate for God in all 
circumstances, not just when things go wrong

bca 107  $14.95

 bca tea toWel
featuring the australian outback
Designed in Australia 55% linen-45% cotton

bca 013   $8.00

bca tie
stylish–fashionable. includes discreet bca logo

bca 010 BCA Tie $25.00 

BCA 102

BCA 010

BCA 013

BCA 012

BCA 121

BCA 118

your gift buying helps gospel Work across australia

BCA 107

��the real australian
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bca code description quantity $ total

SUB-TOTAL

PLUS Postage and handling charges–$5.50 per order

SUB-TOTAL

my cheque/money order is attached for  

Please debit my:

 Bankcard Mastercard Visacard American Express

      expires on

Name on credit card Signature

 

 $

 $

please complete this merchandise order form
Your gift buying helps gospel work across Australia

please deliver to:

Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address       

     postcode

email     telephone

Supporter No. (if available)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask that you include $5.50 per 
delivery address. We can also include a gift card should you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

real australian gift order form
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personal details 
Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address       

     postcode

email     telephone

Supporter No. (if available)  

response form

i would like to receive: 
  the real australian magazine & 

prayer notes
 the real australian magazine
  A money box for my donations

  Information about how I can 
support bca through my Will

  Information on how I can  
donate shares to bca

i would like to support ministry with: 
 My donation of  to gospel ministry
 My donation of  to outback education fund*
 My donation of  to nursing and medical services fund*
 My donation of  to kirkby trust*
 My merchandise purchase for          My order form is attached
 My donation of  each  month quarter 6 months year
Alternatively donations can be made directly to our bank account using your Supporter 
number as a reference (Or for anonymous donations – the reference ANON followed by 
the first letter of your state).
Our bank details: bsb 032 008 account 000 706
i would like to pay by:
 cheque/money order
 direct debit–an authorisation form will be sent to you
 credit card –please complete details below
  Bankcard Mastercard Visacard American Express

 Name on credit card:

 Credit card No:

 Expires on:

 Signature

 i would like a receipt for my donation

$
$
$
$

$

* Tax deductible 
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